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Abstract

The behavior of the West toward vulnerable societies has perpetually been
grounded in a utilitarian, domineering, and colonial paradigm. This modality
has been pursued through a multiplicity of instruments, including
warmongering, economic sanctions, media propaganda, and international
institutions. This confrontation alll)glies even more to the Islamic Republic
because of its paradigmatic conflict with liberal democracy, which has
continued throughout the forty years of the Revolution and reached its peak in
the Twelve-Day War. The objective of this study is to analyze the governing
logic of this approach within the framework of the theory of istikhdam
(instrumental subjugation). It is structured around the following inquiry: What
is the governing logic underlying Western conduct in its confrontation with the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and how can it be explicated thrmag;,h ‘Allameh
Tabataba’i’s theory of istikhdam? The findings indicate that Western
civilization rests upon the natural dimension of the human existential structure,
thereby engendering a social character grounded in istikhdam (instrumental
subjugation). Consequently, the exploitative paradigm of the West cannot be
interpreted independently of its civilizational matrix, nor can it be reduced to
the conduct of certain political and social leaders or restricted to particular
historical epochs. According to the theory of istikhdam, this approach will
persist unless confronted by a rival; it is solely the counterbalance of power and
the imposition of reciprocal costs that can deter the West’s instrumentalizing
approach. Otherwise, no software-based, rational, or sacred logic can halt it or
compel the West to engage in cooperation and empathetic agency.

Keywords: Western Civilization, Istikhdam (Instrumental Subjugation), Social
Character, Socialization, Barbarism.

* This paper was presented at “the International Conference on Islamic Humanities” commemorating
‘ Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah-Yazdi.
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Abstract

A survey of the published literature on humanities policymaking, particularly
within the Western world, reveals that such scholarship emphasizes—alongside
other factors—at least two pivotal components: %e history of scientific
transformation and power. Any given theouliy regarding the policYmaking of the
humanities is inherently constrained to articulate an analysis of the logic governing
the hiiltlorical evolutt}ilon oti1 these disciplil%es, whicthh in tum dgpends ﬁmdarflentally
upon the meaning the policymaker attributes to the status of power. Employing a
comparative me‘r%lodoﬁ) ical framework and anchoring the analysis in Micﬁel
Foucault’s treatment of these twin concepts, this paper demonstrates that
policymaking in Islamic humanities must inexorably account for them. Following
an exposition of these two concepts in Foucault’s corpus, and drawing upon the
philosophical innovations of sﬁ al-Muta'allihin alongside contemporary Neo-
Sadrrian thinkers—most notably ‘Allameh Tabataba’i —this study demonstrates
that a coherent conception of power and the logic of historical scientific
transformation can be reconstructed within the Islamic tradition to serve as the
foundation for Islamic humanities policymaking. Furthermore, man’s ontological
status as an intermediate species (naw” mutawassit), the historical and societal
realizability of ultimate archetypes (anwa"“ akhirah), the validity of truth-grounded
conventional constructs (i tibartyat), the substantial motion of the soul (al-harakah
aljawhariyyah), and the Islamic philosophers' conception of power collectively
establish a rigorous foundation that renders the policymaking of Islamic humanities
feasible—free from the pitfalls of historical relativism or the hegemonic
antagonisms inherent to modern sciences.

Keywords: Science policymaking, Power, Historicity, Transcendental
Philosophy, Islamic humanities.

* This paper was presented at “the International Conference on Islamic Humanities” commemorating
‘ Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah-Yazdi.
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Abstract

By adhering to the ‘criterion of validity’ in research methodology, sciences
argue for the reliability of their conclusions. Similarly, Islamic researchers
regard acting upon the research findings as discharging their religious and
legal obligation. By reviewing the major sciences developed within Islamic
culture and articulating their respective criteria of validity, this paper
substantiates the methodological validity of Islamic social sciences. The
initial step toward embracing Islam is faith in the fundamental doctrines of
religion. Within scholastic theology, logic is employed to substantiate these
fundamental principles, upon which acting upon divine revelation becomes
incumbent. The two disciplines of exegesis and jurisprudence are formulated
to access divine revelation, and their methodological criterion of validity is
submission to revelation. The findings of neither discipline must contradict
divine revelation. Upon deriving the legal rulings, acting upon them becomes
incumbent. To execute the ruling, its subject matter must be identified. In the
identification of subject matters, the rational operation of the researcher
cannot contradict legal rulings; hence, the criterion of validity in this domain
is the rulings themselves. In the social sciences, observing the social rulings
derived by a specialist in governance jurisprudence serves as the criterion.
Therefore, in the description, explanation, conclusion, and planning of social
affairs, if we are to operate in an Islamic manner, it is imperative to adhere to
the rulings issued by the Guardian Jurist.

Keywords: Subject identification, Methodology, Research methodology,
Guardian Jurist, Islamic sciences.
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Abstract

Humanity is an intrinsically needy entity—indeed, in certain dimensions, the
most existentially dependent being in existence; yet this status in no way
contradicts its distinguished and singular standing as God’s honored creation
(mukarram) and the finest of creatures (makhliig-1 ahsan). The very exigencies
of these needs have impelled human beings to adopt social lite—whether
through voluntary choice or necessity—for the purpose of their fulfillment,
thereby driving them into relentless endeavor and striving. Social institutions,
as the preeminent structural component of the social system, have been
establisﬁed for the fulfillment of shared and actualized needs. The formulation
and implementation of national development programs by governments are
principally directed toward addressing individua%raand societal needs with
greater efficacy. Furthermore, the majority of social movements, uprisings, and
revolutions manifest in protest against the modalities of fulfilling material and
spiritual needs. Human needs exhibit a profound multiplicity and diversity
across various perspectives. Moreover, contingent upon existential and
intrinsic attributes as well as practical exigencies and imperatives pertaining to
the sphere of gratification, these needs have drawn the theoretical engagement
of numerous epistemic domains. This study aims to scrutinize the literature on
human needs across various approaches, while elucidating the diverse
modalities of engagement between religious and Islamic-oriented social
science and this focal issue, alongside its distinguishing features from
alternative paradigms. The methodology of this study in data collection—
identifying, inferring, and extracting relevant themes from anthropological
perspectives and positions within scientific and theological sources—is
documentary (card-indexing), and in the analysis of findings, it relies on
understanding, explanation, interpretation, and critical evaluation.

Keywords: human, need, desire, fulfillment, institution, society.

* This paper was presented at “the International Conference on Islamic Humanities” commemorating
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Abstract
The proliferation of neoliberal policies in recent decades has confronted
educational systems with the qhallen%es of the commodification of knowledge and
the reduction of human standing to "human capital’. This study was conducted to
critique the anthropological and economic foundations of neoliberalism in
education and to propose an alternative framework based on Martyr Sadr’s
thought. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and an ijtihadt apﬁroach, this
study was undertaken. Data were gathered through library research from the
rimary works of Martyr Sadr (including Iqtisaduna and Al-Madrasah al-
I())ur’énlyyah) and the texts of neoliberal theorists, and were then comparatively
analyzed. The ﬁndlnf_s of the study indicate that neoliberalism, relying on the
‘Economic Man’ and instrumental rational %’ has led to eliminative competition
and the undermining of educational justice. In contrast, by introducing the model
of the Khalifat Allah (“Vicegerent of God’), Martyr Sadr regards the ultimate
Euxposge of education as the realization of divine responmb%%and human freedom.
ducational analyses revealed that the concepts of takaful ijtima‘t Ti‘lsomal
solidarity’) and tawazun ijtima ‘T (‘social equilibrium’) in Martyr Sadr’s thought
serve as an antidote to individualism and the educational stratification inherent in
the neoliberal model. Furthermore, it was found that, contrary to the neoliberal
model, the state in Martyr Sadr’s thought (the dawlat-i nabit) bears direct
responsibility for securing the right to free and high-quality education in order to
realize distributive justice. The results of the study indicate that, in order to
overcome the educational crises caused by neoliberalism, it is necessary to shift the
motivational system from ‘material profit” to ‘spiritual transcendence’. bndgmﬁ
personal interest and public interest, Martyr Sadr’s educational EWOr
provides a context in which the school is not a competitive enterprise, but rather a
center for the cultivation of moral virtues and the realization of social justice.

Keywords: Neoliberalism; Martyr Sadr; Economic Man; Vicegerent of God,
Educational Justice; social solidarity.

* This paper was presented at “the International Conference on Islamic Humanities” commemorating
‘ Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah-Yazdi.
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Abstract

Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, this paper investigates the
relationship between power, wealth, and the phenomenon of elite social
deviance; by critiquing criminology’s traditional focus on the deviance of the
underprivileged, it posits “elite deviance” as a central issue. Utilizing Islamic
text content analysis (the Quran and Hadiths) alongside a re-reading of key
conflict and critical sociological theories, it is argued that the powerful and
the wealthy are not only less frequently “labeled” as deviant due to greater
access to the instruments of social control, but inherently, through structural
and psychological mechanisms, they foster broader and more consequential
deviance. The findings indicate that this relationship is shaped through
several primary pathways: 1. Shaping dominant cultural discourses and
defining norms; II. Creating and maintaining unjust economic structures
(such as the usurious system and profit-driven capitalism); III. Reinforcing a
sense of self-sufficiency, hubris, and the “lust for power” within the
personality of the elites; IV. Capturing the instruments of formal control
(professions, positions, and media). Ultimately, by presenting an integrated
analytical model, the paper demonstrates how macro (structural) and micro
(psychological) factors, in interaction with one another, generate a specific
pattern of politico-economic deviance among the holders of power and
wealth. This study underscores the necessity of shifting the focus of social
control toward elite deviance, as well as the richness of Islamic foundations
for formulating an Islamic social theory in this domain.

Keywords: Power, Wealth, Elite Deviance, Conflict Sociology, Dominant
Discourse, Social Control, Critical Theory.

* This paper was presented at “the International Conference on Islamic Humanities” commemorating
‘ Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah-Yazdi.
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Abstract

The issue of gender justice, as the focal point of confrontation between Islamic
thought and feminist paradigms, has been subject to conceptual ambiguities and
governance challenges. Aiming to elucidate the nature of gender justice and
propose a model distinct from gender equality, this study addresses the following
inquiry: Given the foundational differences between Islam and the West, how
can an efficient model for the realization of gender justice be delineated?
Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology alongside the ‘layered
analysis” model, this study scrutinizes the foundational principles, core concepts,
and strategic frameworks. The findings indicate that the primary opposition lies
in the transition from Western “theology of descent” and “individualism” to
Islamic “‘wise lordship” and ““family-centeredness”. While Western strategies
insist on “mechanical parity” and “equality of outcomes—which lead to the
weakening of the family institution—the Islamic model, relying on six macro-
strategies including recourse to contemporary ijtihad, “structuring justice,” and
“perception management,” defines justice around the axes of “‘entitlement” and
“family expediency”. Furthermore, the study emphasizes that optimal
governance necessitates bridging the gap between “actual justice” and
“perceived justice” through explanatory and persuasive annexes.

Keywords: Gender justice, gender equality, family-centeredne, feminism,
perceived justice.

* This paper was presented at “the International Conference on Islamic Humanities” commemorating
‘ Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah-Yazdi.
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