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Investigating the Symbolic Allegory of the Deviant Cult of *"TSM"*
in the Novel ""The Fig Tree of the Temples™

w Zahra Gharibhusseini/ Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature,
Valiasr University, Rafsanjan tabasom_moola@yahoo.com
Hamid Ja’fari/Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Waliasr
University, Rafsanjan
Received: 2021/12/25 - Accepted: 2022/05/18

Abstract

On the surface, the last novel of Ahmad Mahmoud, The Fig Tree of the Temples, is the
story of a family that has this tree in their home. On an internal level, the influence of
religious-moral deviations in the society is narrated by changing the name of the main
character of the story from "Farmarz" to "the green-eyed man". By analyzing the details
of the religious beliefs and actions of the green-eyed man and his companions next to
the fig tree of the temples, Mahmoud points to the religious foundations of the "TSM"
cult. "TSM" means "meditation™ and refers to a sect that originates from Buddhism
and was founded by Jamshidreza Haji Ashrafi in 1370. Using the descriptive-analytical
method, this research deals with the symbolic allegory of the novel The Fig Tree of the
Temples and answers the question as to whether the religious beliefs and practices
mentioned in the novel "The Fig Tree of the Temples" are compatible with the practices
of the "TSM" cult. The results show that highlighting several events such as doing
meditation, repeating incomprehensible and exciting sounds, etc. indicates the
meaningfulness of the text, which is compatible with the main foundations of the
mentioned cult. Also, by drawing a network of triple symbols (fig tree of the temples,
green-eyed man, and snake), Mahmoud provides codes to refer to the message of the
surreal adventures in the novel and the general spirit of the work. In one of these
semantic layers, the green-eyed man is introduced as a follower of "Jay Bandrachi
Brahmaya", which is compatible with "Maharishi Mahesh Yogi", the leader of the
"TM" cult (Transcendental Meditation) , because "TSM" cult is considered the
continuation of "TM" organization.

Keywords: symbolic allegory, novel, Ahmad Mahmoud, fig tree of the temples, false
mysticism, cult, TSM.
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Examining the Components of **Organizational Intelligence"
in Qom Seminary in Managing the Corona Crisis

= Abolfazl Mandegar Qalandari/ PhD Student of the Quranic Sciences, (Management Sub-
Discipline) Al-Mustafa International University mandegar918@gmail.com
Muhsen Manteqi/ Associate Professor of Management, the Imam Khomeini Institute for
Education and Research
Muhammad Hassan Zamani/ Associate Professor of the Qur'an and Hadith, Al-Mustafa
International University
Received: 2022/02/24 - Accepted: 2022/05/18

Abstract

The start of the global Corona crisis with various dimensions and the way governments
and organizations faced this surprising crisis was an opportunity to test the effectiveness
of the management style in this crisis. The performance of the seminary school in the
fervent conditions of the society, which was accused by those opposed to the rule of
Islam and the Revolution of starting and spreading this disease, is based on the
knowledge of the complex perceptional war scene in crisis management. Using
"descriptive phenomenology"”, the present research seeks to identify the effect of the
organizational intelligence components of the Qom seminary in the management of the
Corona crisis. Albrecht's "seven-dimensional” model is used to measure organizational
intelligence, and the "crisis" four-stage model is used for crisis management. The results
show that there is a meaningful relationship between the organizational intelligence of the
Qom seminary and the management of the Corona crisis. In addition, according to mixed
methods studies, organizational intelligence has some components in the following order
of priority: common destiny, courage and bravery, strategic vision, unity and agreement,
performance pressure, application of knowledge, and desire to change. In addition,
"spirituality” is an important meta-component of the organizational intelligence of the
Qom seminary in the management of the Corona crisis.

Keywords: organizational intelligence, crisis, crisis management, the Qom seminary.
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Abstract

"ljtihad" is one of the methods used in the production and compilation of Islamic
human and social sciences. Various factors cause Islamic human and social science
researchers to disagree when applying the "ijtihad" method and interpreting verses and
narrations and to present different readings from the perspective of Islam in that issue.
On the other hand, accepting the foundations of hermeneutics in reading the text and
understanding and interpreting it also requires the emergence and acceptance of
different readings of the text. Therefore, the question that arises is what should be done
about Islamic human and social sciences if there are different readings? Is the
discussion of different readings in the "ijtihad" method the same as the different
readings that exist as a result of the hermeneutic reading of the text or is it different
from it? The present paper has tried to show that the difference of opinion in the
interpretation of verses and narrations is due to the difference in factors such as
textology, the amount and manner of inference from the text, the language of the text,
the degree of interference of knowledge outside the text, the possibility of textual
interpretation, and the clues related to speech. So the present disagreements have
nothing to do with what is proposed in philosophical and common hermeneutics.

Keywords: ijtihad method, different readings, hermeneutics, Islamic human and social
sciences.
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Abstract

The periods of science are among the important topics of social sciences. This article
deals with two important periods of the science of mysticism and its intellectual leaders,
i.e. the periods of flourishing and emergence of Muhyiddin Arab and Sadr al-
Muta’allehin. Social conditions, sophisticated families, and the scientific and political
advancement in these two periods led to the emergence of these two influential figures.
Using "comparative" method within the framework of the "basic methodology" theory
(a theory in the sociology of knowledge based on Sadra's critical realism, this article
investigated the scientific progress and epistemic and non-epistemological principles of
the two periods and found that, compared to the past periods, mysticism in the period of
flourishing put aside the approach of isolation and was made Shiite by Seyyed Heydar
Amuli. In addition, the philosophizing of mysticism by the personality of Sadr al-
Muta’allehin, who is indebted to Ibn Arabi, as well as the emergence of mysticism in
the social arena by the students of the Najaf mystic school and neo-Sadraites such as
Imam Khomeini, and their role in revolutionary and religious uprisings and the
emergence of secular mysticism in the present era are points that are worth considering.

Keywords: sociology of mystical knowledge, flourishing period, contemporary period,
Ibn Arabi, Sadr al-Muta’allehin.
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Abstract

Professor Parsaniya supports the formation of scientific theories in "Basic
Methodology”, while from the perspective of idealists, knowledge determines
existence. Some Marxists give priority to existence, and in the view of neo-Kantians,
the interaction between existence and thought is explained in the formation of theory.
Based on the theoretical foundations of Sadr al-Muta’allehin, Professor Parsaniya
believes in the presence of both existence and thought in the formation and realization
of theory. The research question is: based on which foundations of transcendental
wisdom does basic methodology explain the "formation of the present moment"
(realized theory) this way? How does it explain the relationship between these two
factors? Using which capacity can transcendental wisdom interpret this theory? Using
the descriptive-analytical method, the paper has finally shown that "the actual fact" of
social theories that basic methodology speaks of includes "relative entities" which are
realized as a result of human’s considerations and substantial motion. These relative
entities exist at the level of the soul of the world and the level of culture (social world).
According to the type of interaction between theory and practice in the "final type of
the realized" and “social world", there are different possibilities of the relationship
between existence and concept in theory.

Keywords: transcendental wisdom, basic methodology, theory and practice, existence
and thought, social world.
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Abstract

One of the issues faced by those in charge of the areas of governance is the
institutionalization of beliefs, values and desirable behaviors in accordance with the
foundations and presuppositions of the systems of government. Therefore, one of the
main tasks of researchers in the field of Islamic humanities is to theoretically explain
and design models according to Islamic foundations and presuppositions. The main
goal of this research is to examine "the facilitators of the institutionalization of culture
from the perspective of the Qur'an" as one of the main components of the model in
question. In this research, the method of "reflection on the Qur'an™ (revealed -narrative)
has been used according to the emerging strategy of "grounded theory". The findings
indicate that institutionalization from the perspective of the Qur'an is a continuous
process that can be positive (upward) or negative (downward). The positive direction is
for those who seek to establish their faith, and the negative direction is for those who
seek to establish their disbelief. According to the mentioned definition, if the agents
perform their duties and move in the direction of positive institutionalization, they will
receive divine help and assistance in the form of the tradition of guidance as a facilitator
at both superhuman and human levels.

Keywords: facilitator, institutionalization, culture, Islamic approach.
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