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Traditionalism from Theory to Practice,
with an Emphasis on Schwan's Practical Life
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Abstract

"Traditionalism™ is a school of thought that considers itself as a rival and alternative to
modernity. Proscribing modernity, this school considers it as a degeneration and deviation
of humanity. The theoretical bases of the traditionalists include "the supreme unity of
religions", "eternal wisdom/immortal wisdom" and "relative absolutism". This research
seeks to investigate practical life and analyze it in the theoretical foundations of
traditionalists with an emphasis on Schwan. Using a critical and descriptive-analytical
method and through interviews and conversations with Schwan's wife (for the first time)
and some famous researchers in the field of traditionalism in Europe and America, this
paper seeks to analyze the real nature of the traditional sect and its cultural and social
contexts and examples. The findings of this research indicate that in examining the
practical life of Schwan, one of the main leaders of the traditionalists, it should be argued
that he explicitly criticized the West and modernity in his books, but interacted with
modernity in practice. Although he did not admit this interaction, by creating new
capacities in the theoretical foundations of traditionalism, such as referring to Indian
mysticism, theorizing Sufism, strengthening pluralism and "relative absolutism", racism,
distorting Islam and reducing it to a sect like Buddhism he has been able to create good
grounds for interacting with modernity. Also, immoral relationships in this group
especially caused by Schwan, is a fact that has existed openly and secretly.

Keywords: traditionalism, theoretical foundations, social contexts and consequences,
practical life, Schwan, Nasr.
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A Meta-Analysis of Seminarians' Works Confronting with
Wittgenstein's Philosophy; with an Emphasis on Qom Seminary

Majeed Mufid Bujnordi / PhD Student of Muslims' Social Sciences, Bagir al-Uloom
University 3011367@gmail.com
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Abstract

Wittgenstein's philosophical reflections about language and its many effects on various
epistemological and philosophical fields have made seminarians face these thoughts.
Examining these encounters and knowing their types is necessary for identifying the
capacities, gaps, harms and possible risks in this regard. By examining the works of
religious thinkers who have dealt with Wittgenstein's philosophy, the present research
tries to present a systematic arrangement of these works and identify the types of this
encounter. In the collection of data using the "snowball" method, 52 works including
articles, books, and theses written since 1994 were collected. The data was collected
using the "qualitative meta-analysis" method in two parts: 1. Descriptive findings with
five indicators (time frame, scientific centers, format of works, classification of
researchers and the role of researchers); 2. Qualitative review, using the criteria of "how
to deal with Wittgenstein's philosophy", placing the works in seven categories and
seven types of encounters with Wittgenstein's philosophy identified in Qom seminary.
According to the meta-analysis results, the largest volume of written works (50%) have
elaborated on Wittgenstein's philosophy and 21% have criticized those works;
criticisms have mostly been at the level of logic, epistemology and vocabulary, and
there has been no criticism on the philosophical level. Therefore, there is a quite
noticeable gap for a coherent philosophical theory dealing with the philosophical
foundations of Wittgenstein's theory, and this puts the most serious confrontation of the
seminarians trying to use and compare his views with the topics of the principles of
Islamic jurisprudence (17%) in the danger of getting caught in the epistemological
foundations and requirements of his theories. This shows the necessity of a serious
confrontation with Wittgenstein's philosophy at the fundamental philosophical level, for
which Allameh Tabatabai's theory of "I’tibariyat" (the mentally posited facts) seems to
have provided a suitable ground.

Keywords: Wittgenstein's philosophy, seminary school, seminary thinkers,
confrontation, Wittgenstein, language, meta-analysis.
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Abstract

Since the victory of the Revolution, the psychological operations against the Islamic
Republic of Iran by the media have always been obvious, but the spread of Corona in
the world and its impact on individual, social and even international life has caused a
new wave of psychological operations against Iran with increasing intensity. In this
regard, Masih Alinejad's anti-Islamic activities against Iran and her performance on her
Instagram page regarding this disease was focused on the management of the heads of
the regime and their performance. Considering the importance, sensitivity and
specificity of the current conditions, this research aims to study the main methods of
psychological operations used by Masih Alinejad. Therefore, using the "qualitative
content analysis" method, her personal Instagram page was examined for one month,
between the beginning of March 2018 and the first days of April 2019. The results of
this study indicate that she has used nine psychological operations methods in this
period for conveying her messages.
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Abstract

With the emergence of Islamic revolution, the clerics proved their very prominent and
distinguished role. However, after the revolution, examining the mechanisms of the
desired interaction between the seminary school and organizations, including the
national media, has not been seriously considered. The clerics have individually
interacted with the national media, but this interaction has not been organized and has
therefore caused problems. This research seeks to explain the pattern of interaction of
the national media with the vice president of the Islamic propaganda of Iranian
seminaries from the perspective of the supreme leader of the revolution. Among the
various qualitative research strategies, in this applied qualitative research the
"systematic data-driven theorizing" strategy has been chosen. The results show that the
organizational relationship between the national media and the seminary school is a
central category, preventing the entry of poorly educated religious experts is a causal
factors, institutionalization of faith in national media staff is a background factor, lack
of group intellectual interaction is an intervening factor, and finally the educational,
propagative, cultural policy-making is an interactive strategy that leads to results such
as explaining the truth of religion along with art.
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Abstract

"Custom™ is among the elements that influence the individual and social behavior of
people. Consciously or unconsciously, people often base their behavior on customs.
The study of custom has a great role in jurisprudence studies, but nowadays the
position of custom in the knowledge system of Islamic theosophy is rarely studied.
Using the descriptive- interpretive method, this article tries to investigate customs from
a philosophical point of view. The conceptual framework of this research is based on
the view of Nasir ad-Din Tusi on determining the position of custom in comparison
with practical theosophy and divine law. He uses the words "adab va rosum" to refer to
custom. The result of this research shows that custom reproduces important issues both
in logical studies and practical wisdom. Unlike jurisprudence (figh) which examines
custom from a passive point of view and studies only the conditions of its validity, the
philosophical view of custom is active and examines the criteria and conditions of its
evolution as well. In the current situation in which the behavior patterns of societies are
rapidly changing and being transferred to other societies, a philosophical study of
custom is gaining increasing importance.
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Abstract

Although today's human sciences were formed by centering on humanism and denying
God and religion or removing them from the field of knowledge, Islamic sciences have
been identified based on monotheism. "Monotheism™ means the regulation of scientific
and practical relations in both personal and social spheres based on the supremacy of
God and the servitude of man. The manifestation of monotheism in Muslim social
sciences creates a special perspective and special issues among which the study of three
issues has priority: 1. Monotheism in explaining man’s orientation to social life; 2.
Monotheism in the legislation of social life and socialization; 3. Monotheistic approach
in explaining the role of human agency in socialization. Expanding and highlighting the
monotheistic approach in explaining issues of this kind shows its capabilities and
capacities in Islamic social science and greatly contributes to the expansion of its
literature. Using the method of "theoretical analysis", referring to the verses of the
Qur'an and reflecting on its interpretation by commentators and also referring to the
social thought of Muslim thinkers will pave the way for this research.

Keywords: society, monotheism, Islamic social sciences, development, divine
legislation, human agency.
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