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Investigating the Relationship between the Pattern of
"Ethnic Assimilation' and ""Islamic Assimilation™

Mohammad Mostafa’ei / Assistant Professor, Ministry of Science and Research Technology
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Received: 2021/08/11 - Accepted: 2021/12/15

Abstract

Dealing with the ethnic diversity of societies, "assimilation” is one of the patterns
pursued by some governments with the aim of creating internal cohesion. There are two
general approaches to assimilation as an approach: first is the negation of ethnic and
cultural symbols without preferring a specific ethnic group; and second is the negation
of ethnic and cultural symbols moving towards the superior and ruling ethnic group. On
the other hand, one of Islam’s teachings is to create unity in the ummah. This raises the
suspicion of the similarity between the Islamic view and the "assimilation™ approach,
which seems to be a problem in itself. However, the policy of "ethnic assimilation",
with both approaches, can be criticized by reason and the Divine law in various aspects.
The principle of ethnic diversity and the formation of ethnic identity is a natural and, of
course, non-intrinsic matter that Islam accepts and believes it has some benefits. This
principle criticizes both approaches. Ethnic discrimination and superiority, which is the
pillar of one of the approaches to assimilation, is not acceptable. Dealing with ethnic
traditions is not always the same. There are four approaches to different traditions in
Islam: "acceptance”, "acceptance along with guidance and rectification", "silence and
permissiveness” and "non-acceptance”. Unlike the issue of ethnicity, "Islamic
assimilation" is the same for all ethnic groups and societies, and the ideology is based
on faith and human values. This ideology is easily realized because human societies
and ethnicities are of the same type and it is considered as the end point of the human
world. The method of this research is "content analysis" using rational arguments.

Keywords: assimilation, ethnicity, ethnic diversity, culture, internal cohesion.
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Greed as Poverty; Pathology of Consumer Culture
from the Perspective of Islamic Teachings

Muslim Taheri Kolkeshvandi / Assistant Professor, Department of Shiite Studies, Faculty of
Theology, Farabi University of Tehran muslimtaheri@ut.ac.ir
Received: 2021/10/26 - Accepted: 2022/03/14

Abstract

Consumption and the culture of consumption are important elements in today's
societies, which is managed in the horizon of knowledge and identity of each society.
Poverty is also a social phenomenon that is rooted in economic, political and cultural
issues and can be seen from different perspectives. The purpose of the present study is
to achieve a theoretical framework in the analysis of consumption style in human
societies in general, and the issue of "greed" in particular from the perspective of
Islamic teachings. The main question is: in what fields is the tendency of excessive
consumption formed in some people of the Islamic society, which is an example of
extravagance and is a kind of greed, and what are its harms for the society? The main
hypothesis of this research is: "lack of moderation in consumption™ will lead to
avoiding the correct pattern of consumption in society based on the revelatory view,
and this is rooted in a type of poverty - in its cultural sense - and has some results such
as changing values, increasing corruption, social deviations and conflict in consuming
as much as possible. The research method is descriptive-analytical and the data are
collected through a library method. After the introduction, | have presented the
conceptual framework of the research, then | have pathologized the pattern of greedy
consumption in the Islamic society. Then | have examined the grounds for the
formation of greed according to Quran and narrational reasons and rational documents,
and then, have presented some solutions for correcting the consumption pattern.

Keywords: greed, poverty, consumption, consumption pattern, Islamic teachings.
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An Ontological Reflection on Virtual Unveiling as a Social Harm

Mohammad Reza Gha’emi-nik / Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Razavi
University of Islamic Sciences ghaeminik@razavi.ac.ir
Received: 2021/11/05 - Accepted: 2022/03/14

Abstract

Contemporary Western sociologists have dealt with social ills such as suicide, poverty,
inequality, unemployment, marginalization, drug addiction, and the like; but in the
meantime, in contrary to what is stated in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, they have not considered the issue of unveiling of women (or men). During the
policies of Reza Khan Pahlavi to unveil the women in the contemporary history of Iran,
researchers have mainly considered the lack of hijab as a social harm, often in physical
squares of cities and other public physical assemblies. Using the views of Martin
Heidegger, Jacques Derrida, and the Frankfurt School, this article seeks to mention the
ontological distinction between unveiling in virtual environment-cyberspace (including
photographs, films, and the like) and physical-social space. The result of paying
attention to this difference is that, firstly, virtual unveiling - exercised through the
process of unconscious domination over the audience - is considered a kind of social
harm in the Islamic and Iranian society; because it is not compatible with their
historical identity and their foundations. Secondly, due to its virtual nature, it should be
considered a social harm, not only from the Islamic perspective, but also from the
general perspective of human society.

Keywords: Unveiling, Cyberspace, Social Harm, Islamic Principles, Iranian Society.



Ma'rifat-i Farhangi Ejtemaii, VVol. 13, No. 2, Spring 2022 & 122

The Body in a Religious and Secular Lifestyle
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Abstract

There are two types of religious and non-religious (secular) lifestyles, considering the
different insights and tendencies. The human body and its role in perfection, happiness,
identity and creating peace for the individual is one of the important issues in the two
lifestyles. The body, in today's society, is a symbolic capital and a social capital and has a
status and function. It is so important that some try to manage it with sciences and topics
such as "sociology of the body" and "body management". In the tradition of monotheistic
religions, the body has a special functional status as well. This article first deals with
issues related to the body, such as what is the body and its position, sociology of the body,
body management and the relationship between the body and beauty; then it analyzes
several body functions, such as identity, commercial and dramatic functions, in both
religious and secular perspectives. The result of this paper - done by library, comparative
and analytical methods - is that despite the special position of the body in both
approaches, there is a fundamental difference in the type of view to the body, its
definition and function, and the principles, goals and motivations of paying attention to
the body.

Keywords: lifestyle, body, bodyism, sociology of body, body management.
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Abstract

Sex, as a social harm in the Iranian society, which is affected by the Western sexual
revolution and the imperfect modernity, has caused various social problems and lead to
the disintegration of value and social structures; such that proper and timely scientific and
practical negligence of this matter can lead the society into a sexual revolution or crisis.
Some of the most important consequences and factors of change in society's sexual life
that cause mutual reactions are: changing the pattern of marriage and family, increasing
rate of divorce, social disintegration and increasing sexy dress. All these factors creates
conflicts and tensions with the religious-national culture and promotes sexuality based on
Western culture. Using the "qualitative meta-analysis" method, the present article
examines and evaluates forty research articles (in terms of questions, hypotheses, goals
and results), produced in the 1990s in Iran, using a descriptive manner (in terms of sexual
typology, researchers' gender, statistical population, method, approaches and theories
used in explaining the independent variable and concrete study), by searching in the
scientific databases. The results of this research are: sexual matters have been harmed in
Iran; there is no clear policy in this regard; marriage is hard and divorce is easy; the visual
space of public culture has sexual impulses that promote immorality; things like sex have
become personal matters and people satisfy their needs according to their desire and
ability. At the end, | have presented some scientific and functional suggestions to manage
and eliminate sexual harms.

Keywords: Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, methodical pluralism, principles of science,
descriptive and prescription sciences, Islamic humanities.
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Abstract

The emigration of the Holy Prophet to Medina was accompanied by the signing of a
peace treaty with the Jews of Medina. The treaty followed the peaceful life of Muslims
and Jews. But after a while the Jews broke the covenant and denied their previous
statements and supported the pagans. This eventually led to the confrontation of the
Prophet with the Jews and adopting socio-cultural strategies against them. Examining
these strategies can provide a good model for Islamic governments in their relations
and interactions with the Jews today. Having a historical-analytical approach and using
the SWOT model, this research seeks to identify, classify and prioritize the Prophet's
socio-cultural management strategies in dealing with the Jews. This research shows that
"achieving cultural independence” and "making Muslims neutral and resistant in the
face of cultural war" have been Prophet’s two basic strategies. Each of these strategies
has specific tactics and techniques as well.

Keywords: Strategic Management, Holy Prophet, Jews, Cultural Independence,
Cultural War, Making Muslims resistant.
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