Ma'rifat-i Farhangi Ejtemaii 2026, Vol. 17, No. 2, 105-123
https://creativecommos.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

10.22034/marefatefarhangi.2026.5003259
@ 20.1001.1.20088582.1405.17.2.5.3

The Social Philosophy of Ghadir and Its Contemporary Capacities

Nasrollah Aghajani ((2)/ Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Baqir al-Olum University
Received: 2025/11/24 - Accepted: 2026/02/09 nasraqajani@gmail.com

Abstract

The social philosophy of Ghadir offers a rational and philosophical ap-
proach to the social dimensions of the event of Ghadir, considering au-
thoritative Qur’anic verses and narrations (ahadith) and analyzing the
causality of this event in relation to social life. Analyzing the nature and
how of Ghadir’s contemporary social capacities can reveal its immense
social and civilizational potential in solving the problems of the Islamic
world and confronting the modern world. Despite its importance, such
a perspective has rarely been highlighted. From this viewpoint, Ghadir
possesses six symbolic facets: 1. The day of despair for the unbelievers
regarding the religion of Muslims; 2. The day of security from unbe-
lievers; 3. The day of exclusive fear of God; 4. The day of the perfec-
tion of religion (ikmal al-din); 5. The day of the completion of divine
favor (itmam al-ni‘mah); 6. The day of the realization of the religion
approved by God. With these six symbolic facets, Ghadir can have im-
mense capacities for our contemporary life, including the determination
of guidance and salvation for the Islamic ummah and a source of their
power and victory, delineating the element that sanctifies society, repro-
ducing the profound walayah-based relationship between the ummah
and the Imam and among the ummah themselves, reproducing Shi‘a
identity, outlining the historical line of "divine walayah and enmity,"
linking pilgrimage (hajj) and walayah, guiding the ummabh to the peak of
true unity, determining pure Islamic culture, fostering socialization, and
strengthening social capital. The method of this article is an analytical
re-reading of the relevant Qur’anic verses and narrations, as well as the
views of Islamic thinkers on the subject.

Keywords: Amir al-Mu’minin ‘AlT (AS), Ghadir, Capacities of the Feast of
Ghadir, Social Philosophy, Symbolic Day.
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