Ma'rifat-i Farhangi Ejtemaii 2025, Vol. 16, No. 3, 31-53

©98 Ihttps://creativecommos.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
10.22034/marefatefarhangi.2025.5001966

@ 20.1001.1.20088582.1404.16.3.2.5

The Role of the Symbolic System in Cultivating the Resistance
Economy: An Analytical Framework for National Economic Resilience

Omid Izanloo / Ph.D. in Economics, Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute
Received: 2025/03/18 - Accepted: 2025/04/16 omidezanlo@gmail.com

Abstract

This article addresses the central question of how symbolization, as a
cultural mechanism, can serve to promote the culture of the resistance
economy and enhance societal economic resilience. To answer this
question, the theoretical analysis method based on interactive and
hierarchical frameworks was used. Within this framework, the dynamic
interaction of symbols, norms, beliefs, and values is analyzed at both
communicative and hierarchical levels. The key finding indicates that
symbols play a pivotal role in institutionalizing the key components of a
resistance economy through communicative mechanisms (transmitting
values) and participatory mechanisms (strengthening social solidarity).
Redesigning the existing symbolic system using three-tiered strategies—
cognitive (fundamental), value-based and normative (intermediate), and
operational (behavioral)}—helps create a desirable economic culture that is
resilient to internal challenges (e.g., the conflict between dominant symbols
like consumerism and the goals of a resistance economy) and external
challenges (e.g., sanctions). These strategies facilitate the alignment of
symbols, norms, beliefs, and values by creating positive feedback loops.
Finally, the article provides policy recommendations, emphasizing the
necessity of intelligent management of the symbolic system to achieve the
objectives of a resistance economy.
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